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AACKGROUND AND POSSTBLE FOREIGH POSITIGH

L. UNl Gemeral Assembly Resclution 1721 (XVI), which was initiated by
ithe U.S5., calls upon states launching objects into orbit or beyond teo furnish
information prouptly to the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space,
through the Secretary-General, for the registration of lauvnchings. The
Aesclution doss not specify the precise information to be furnished or the
orocedures by which this reporting was to be accomplished. The US has sub-
witted its first report (which contained a chrenologicel census of 211 U3
space vehicles and associated objects in sustained orbit or space transit es
cf’ February 15, 1962) and will submit subsequent reports on a bi-weekly basis
to keep that information up to date. To date no other state has furnished
such information to the Sseretary-General in compliance with that Resolution.

Z.  Buring the mecting of the Outer dpace Committee questions may be
:niged as to the adequacy of the information contained in the Us report or
t bases on which the US hes selected this typve of report and procedure for
submitial. There may be sone expressions of disappointment or critielsm
£ EH)
tr L

fomrat
A TAY

- PRt T A% Ly
OTOENOUGLO Attt

. cupt to avold any detailed discussion, but may, if
pgary, uua the racts presented herein in responding to suech questions or
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4. The US reporis includs gll US objects in sustained orbit or space
transit as of the dales of thne initial report and subsequent bi-weekly follow-
un reporhs. Lt ldentifies those objects by their internatlional designation,
the conventionsl designation of the main vehicle involved in their launching,
vhe general category (or purpose) of the sstellites or objects in orbit, the
dzte of their launch and their inelination, nodal period, apogee and perigee.

The procedure adopted for submitting these reports was intended to

: an orderly, simple and complete registration which would be most mana=-
»le from the viewpoint of both the submitting State and the UN Secretariat.
this comncotion It may be noted that the manner in which the Seeretary
aeral and the Cuter Snace Committee will use this information remains to be
texmined throvgh discussion and experience by all parties concerned. The

. P o
1 0L Lhie 1

detry will, of course, depend upon the receipt of similar in-
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bz Ud report is Yso weager" or Ythat 1t may not cover &1l U3 launchings.!

wdion fron all states vhich place objects into orbit cr escape traisctories.
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5. This procedure may be guestinned zs mplying that the U3 does not
plan to report all orbital vehicles, e.g.: those which may not have
achieved a sustained orbit {objects making only a few passes, but not re-
maining in orbit). In working out this procedurs we had in mind the conclu-
sion, contained in the 195C Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space, that “"a regular census of satellites which are circling
the earth must be maintained." It seemed reasonable to suppose that, if a
space vehicle should not achieve a sustained orbit, its inclusion would not
be of value for this purpose. In any case the procedurse is subject to change
in the light of further experience., Attention could be called to the ex-
tensive character of the first U.S. report. The Delegation should pot attempt
to define "susteined orbith.

6, The US continues to supply more detailed informatinn concerning
spaeecraft of special interest, such as frequencies in use and particulars
as to the experiments involved, to COSPAR and directly to states which are
participating with the US in specific cooperative space activities. Thls in-
formation is available through COSPAR.
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